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(3) the introduction of a system* of giving the labourer
a fixed share in the farm-produce ; this will induce him
to stay in the village.

Regarding the Hall-system : In view of the fact that the
agricultural organization of South Gujarat is mainly based
on this system, we shall first criticise the system and then
suggest remedies.

This system has been the target of a good deal of bitter
criticism from several quarters. A Hali is regarded as
a freeman de jure, but a serf de facto.1 On the ground
that this is a system based on the negation of the liberty of
the individual, it is strongly pleaded that it should be
abolished as early as possible.

Judging from the facts that we have already set forth
in the preceding pages, it is obvious that the average rate
of wages paid to the Hali is higher than that paid to the
free labourer, while the actual output of work per day
by the former is only equal to, if not less than, that
of the latter, as the former, unlike the latter, is an irres-
ponsible fellow. Thus evidently the Hali-system is uneco-
nomical and inefficient.5 Though the big farmers who
keep Halis know this, they cannot avoid it in view of the
growing tendency of labourers to emigrate to urban
areas. Thus the system is regarded as a necessary evil.

We think that far from solving the problem, an imme-
diate abolition of this system by legislation will make
matters worse. It is necessary to remember that the big
farmers, who have not, for a long time, been accustomed
to fieldwork, cannot resume it all at once. If the system is
removed by a stroke of the pen, it will give a shock to the
agricultural organization of South Gujarat which, as al-
ready stated, is mainly based on this system.

1 Cf. "Halis are freemen, de jure, but serfs or slaves de jacto", p. 223,
Para 625. Census of India, Vol. VIII. Bom. Presidency, Part, I.
9 Cf. "Considering all things, we are of opinion that this system is both
uneconomical and inefficient and that the people of the Taluka should
take steps to do away with it as soon as possible". P. 20, Pardi
Taluka (Surat Dist.) Economic Enquiry Committee's Report.